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IT is not always the most confidently conducted
books, or those best preceded by blasts on the public
trumpet, which are eventually received with highest
honours into the palace of literature. No more
curious incident of this fact is to be found than is
presented by the personal history of that enchant-
ing classic, White's Selborne. If ever an author
hesitated and reflected, dipped his toe into the bath
of publicity, and hastily withdrew it again, loitered
on the brink and could not be induced to plunge, it
was the Rev. Gilbert White. This man of singular
genius was not to be persuaded that the town would
tolerate his lucubrations. He was ready to make
a present of them to any one who would father them,
he allowed his life to slip by until his seventieth year
was reached, before he would print them, and when
they appeared, he could not find the courage to put
his name on the title-page. Not one of his own
titlarks or sedge-warblers could be more shy of
public observation. Even the fact that his own
brother was a publisher gave him no real confidence
in printers7 ink.
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